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1731.  The US has three criteria for declaring a country a currency manipulator: a 

bilateral trade surplus with the US of over $20 billion; a current account 

surplus of over 3% of GDP; and net forex purchases of 2% of GDP within 

one year. India runs a big current account deficit of over 2.5% of GDP and, 

on that criterion, is well outside the danger zone of US sanctions. the US 

definition of currency manipulation is economic bunkum. Bilateral trade 

deficits are completely irrelevant to currency manipulation. 

1732.  Although data leaks are punishable under the Act, only the Unique 

Identification Authority of India, which administers the identity programme, 

could file a complaint regarding this.  There is no mechanism to appeal 

against UIDAIôs decisions and the complaint mechanism against the 

authority was equally tenuous. 

1733.  BHIM losing ground to private players  

 

1734. óHigh Riskô countries: Five global banks, that are custodians for foreign 

portfolio funds investing in India, are unwilling to tag jurisdictions like 

Mauritius, Cayman and UAE as óhigh-riskô. If a country is labelled as 

óhigh-riskô, large investor beneficial owners of funds, entering India 

through these jurisdictions, will face close scrutiny. 

Five global banks, had earlier given a list of 25 óhigh riskô countries to 

Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi). The  capital markets 

regulator  will come out with a  final list of high-risk countries, and may 

consult International Organisation of Securities Commissions (IOSCO) or 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) on the matter.   
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Findings on black money by Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) and 

Special Investigation Team (SIT) have recommended to push through a list 

of high risk jurisdictions and curbs on non-resident Indians (NRIs). But 

countries like Mauritius have now brought in new anti-money laundering 

rules and information sharing arrangement.   

 

 

1735. The Election Commission is set to roll out new version of Electronic 

Voting Machines, Version M3, in full strength during the upcoming 

assembly elections in Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and 

Mizoram. The EC maintains that the new version is ñtamper-proofò. The 

EC had used these third-generation EVMs in seven constituencies during 

the Karnataka Assembly polls 2018. 
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1736.  Aadhaar registration number holders in India has crossed the 

landmark 2011 census figure. Nearly 92% of the population and 

almost every adult now has a unique identification number, if one 

goes by projected population figures as in 2018.  

         The 2011 census had put Indiaôs population at 121.08 crore, 

while figures as on July 15, 2018 show 121.75 crore have enrolled 

for Aadhaar. The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) 

puts projected population of India as on date at about 133.5 crore.  

There are just about 35 lakh adults who have not enrolled. This 

figure too is mostly in states like Assam and Meghalaya, where 

Aadhaar work is not in full flow,ò said a government official. 
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1737. Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, 

Rajasthan and Karnataka have already sanctioned farm loan 

waivers. The gross fiscal deficit (GFD) of states rose to 3.1% of 

GDP in the revised estimates for 2017-18 against the budgeted 

estimate of 2.7% of GDP. This is due to a shortfall in tax revenues 

and higher revenue expenditure. 

 

1738. No Confidence Motions in India 

 

1739.    Procedure 

The procedure is laid down under Rule 198 of the rules of procedure and 

conduct of business of the LS. A no-confidence motion need not set out 

any grounds on which it is based. Even when grounds are mentioned in 

the notice and read out in the House, they do not form part of the no-

confidence motion 

The Speakerôs permission is required first; and the motion has to be 

supported by at least 50 MPs. Sometimes the Speaker can refuse to admit 

the motion too (as in the previous Budget session). The Speaker then sets 

a day / days within the next 10 days, and also allots time for membersô 

speeches. 
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It means any formal proposal made by a member for the purpose of 

eliciting a decision of the House. If adopted (voted), it amounts to 

expressing the will of the House. Any matter of importance can be the 

subject of a motion 

1740. Indian deposits in Swiss banks declined 34.5% in 2017 from a year ago 

and by 80% since 2013, 

 

1741.  No approval of Parliament is required if  government is lowering its stake 

to less than 50 per cent. 
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1742. Status and pay of Chief Information Commissioner and State 

Information Commissioner. 

 
1743. Number of Infrastructure projects that have not met the deadline for 

completion: 

 

 



F. 23. Objective Questions on current affairs for all 
competitive exams  in 2018 including  CSE 2019  

 ήάέδ

 

10 x 10 Learning TM Page 7 
Source for content and graphics : The Economic Times Delhi edition  
 

1744.  India Post Payment Bank (IPPB) 

 
 

1745. The  SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act 1989, was amended in August 

2018 to make which of the following three changes : 

a) To set aside the Supreme Court order of 20th March 2018,  for a 

preliminary inquiry by a gazette officer before lodging of an FIR. 

b) Say that no approval of a senior officer was needed for arresting the 

accused. 

c) Say that no provision of section 438 of Criminal Procedure Code would 

be applicable. 

d) All the above 

      

1746. The appointments of  which of the following High Court judges to the 

Supreme Court, had caused a 7-month stalemate  between the judiciary and 

the government:  

a) Chief  Justice of Uttara Khand High Court 

b) Chief Justice of  Madras High Court  

c) Chief Justice of  Orissa High Court 

d) All the three above.  
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1747.  Asian Games, 2018, were held in August 2018 in: 

a) Jakarta, Gelora Bung Karno Stadium.  

b) Singapore 

c) Vietnam 

d) Manila 

 

1748.  Kofi Annan who died at the age of 80 in August, 2018 was: 

a) A Nobel Peace Prize laureate awarded in 2001. 

b) Served two terms as Secretary General of the United Nations from 1997 to 

2006.  

c) He was a native of Kumasi, Ghana. 

d) All the above are correct.  

 

1749.   Major floods in Kerala:  

a) The flood of 1924 was the biggest in 100 years when 4 lakh cubic feet per 

second (cusecs) water discharged through the Periyar river. 

b) The second biggest flood was in 1961 that say a maximum of 2.5 lakh cubic 

feet per second (cusecs) water discharged through the Periyar river. 

c) In 2018, till 18.08.2018 1.48 lakh (cusecs) water was discharged through 

the Periyar river.  

d) The discharge of Periyar river is measured at Aluva. 

 

1750.  The highest rainfall ever recorded in a single day in Kerala was 670mm in 

Thirurangady. In 2018 it was 400 mm in Nilambur in a single day.  From 1
st
 

June, 2018 to 17
th
 August 2018 the total rainfall received was 2,307mm while 

the normal rainfall in Kerala is 1,635 mm.  11 districts out of 14 were on red 

alert for floods. Hill station of Munnar isolated from the rest of the state, and 

left with only wireless connectivity.  

1751.  Kerala has 44 rivers and 57 dams. Sluices of 33 dams were opened for the first 

time in the stateôs history. All sluices of Idukki dam in Cheruthoni were 

opened for the first time in 26 years. The Mullaperiyar dam is located in Kerala 

but is controlled by Tamil Nadu. In August 2018 the Supreme Court had to 
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intervene to direct Tamil Nadu to maintain the Damôs water level at 139 feet. 

But Tamil Nadu has refused to comply to Keralaôs request. 

 

1752. The highest producers of tea are: 

a) Assam 51% 

b) West Bengal 29.3% 

c) Tamil Nadu 12.4% 

d) Others 7.3%  

 

1753. The Unique Identification Authority of India has withdrawn electronic know-

your-customer facilities for multiple Indian banks and authentication agencies 

for failing to meet targets on enrolment and updating citizen information for its 

Aadhaar biometric database. 

 
 
The Authority suspended electronic customer verification services for 13 banks 

and Aadhaar authentication agencies (AUA) last week after it found them 

performing dismally on their targets. For banks, the suspension affected several 

financial services they offer linked to the authentication facility.  

              UIDAI last year decided to locate enrolment centers within banks and 

government offices owning to increased instance of frauds and data hacks at 

private centers. Section 12A of Aadhaar (Enrolment and Update) Regulations 

mandates banks to set up Aadhaar enrolment facilities in at least one out of every 

10 branches. 
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Banks can digitally authenticate customers for multiple financial services by using 

the e-KYC facilities provided by UIDAI. The National Payments Corp of India, 

too, offers Aadhaar-enabled payments where banks need to identify customers 

through their biometrics for payments. 

 

1754. The Rupee lost about 10% in 2018  as it touched a record low at 70.86 to the 

dollar.  It counts among the worst performing emerging market currencies. 

 
 

1755.  Demonetisation in 2016 had the larger purpose of moving India from 

a non-tax compliant economy to a tax compliant economy.  About 99.3% of 

the demonetized notes have been returned to the banks.   The Rs. 500 and 

Rs. 1000 notes had been demonetized. Of the 15.14 lakh crore worth of 

notes in circulation at the time, 15.31 lakh crore have been returned. 

      The income tax department has identified 1.8 million depositors for 

enquiry about excess deposits.  The number of income tax returns filed has 
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increased from 38 million in March 2014 to 68.6 million in 2017-18. This is 

an increase of 19% and 25% for the last two years.  The new returns filed in 

last two years have been 8.551 million and 10.7 million. 

 

1756. Census 2011 to collect data on OBC for the first time after 1931. In 

2011 a Social and Economic Census had collected only. 

 

1757. India in 18
th
 Asian Games, Jakarta 
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1758.  Indiaôs gold medal tally of 15 in Asian Games 2018 in Jakarta and 

Palembang in Indonesia, is equal to its gold medal tally of: 

a) Inaugural Asian Games 1951, in New Delhi. 

b) Asian Games 1982 in New Delhi. 

c) Asian Games 1970. 

d) Asian Games  2010. 

 

1759. Income from the sale of products such as booklets, magazines and 

DVDs and providing accommodation and food by religious 

organisations on payment are not ñcharitable activities,ò the 

Authority for Advance Rulings for Goods and Services Tax in 

Maharashtra has held. Such activities will be treated as a business 

on which GST is liable to be paid. 
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1760.  Changes in  international merchandise trade due to currency fluctuations up 

to June 2018  
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1761. Central Information Commission has objected to BN Srikrishna panelôs  on 

version 0.1 of Personal Data Protection Bill on the grounds that the 

provisions infringe upon the freedom of speech, undermine the Right to 

Information (RTI) Act and could prevent the exposure of corruption.

 
1762.The use of the term óDalitô has been banned by the Supreme Court in 

September 2018 as it is derogatory and is a a constant reminder of the 

deprivation and humiliation the community had undergone.  Government of 

India has issued instruction against the use of the term in any schemes or in 

media.   

1763. The óe-tender scamô, involving large-scale manipulation of the online 

procurement platform to allegedly favour a select few private companies 

was exposed in May 2018 in the State of:  

a)  Madhya Pradesh  

b)  Maharashtra 

c) West Bengal 

d) Rajasthan 

 

1764. Assembly elections for which of the following states are due to be held in 

second half of 2018: 

a)  Rajasthan  

b)  Madhya Pradesh 
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c)  Chhattisgarh  

d)   Telangana  

e) All the above 

    
1765. Panchayat elections were scheduled in June 2016, in Jammu and 

Kashmir have been rescheduled in the four-phased municipal polls:  

a) The four-phased municipal polls from 1 to 15 October, 2018.  

b) The eight-phased panchayat elections from 8 November to 4 

December, 2018. 

c) Two political regional parties PDP and NC have called for no 

participation in the polls until Government of India clarifies 

its stand on Article 35A. 

d) The All Jammu and Kashmir Panchayat Conference, has 

declared that panchayat elections are a community exercise 

and not a political exercise.  

 

1766. Samanya Pichhda Alpsankhayak Kalyan Samaj (SAPAKS) led by 

former IAS officer Hiralal Trivedi in Madhya Pradesh and the 

Samata Andolan Samiti (SAS) of retired Rajasthan civil service 

officer Parashar Narayan Sharma. The SAS has been behind legal 

challenges blocking additional reservation to Gujjars and Meenas 

in the state beyond the 50% reservation cap fixed by the Supreme 

Court. 

1767. Governor Satya Pal Malik is the governor of: 

a) Jammu and Kashmir 

b) Mizoram 

c) Arunachal Pradesh 

d) Uttara khand 

 

1768. The SAPAKS in Madhya Pradesh, meanwhile, is a party in the top 

court in the cases involving reservation in promotions as well as 

against the new SC/ST Act. 
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1769. Prime Minister in Global Mobility Summit 2018  

 

 

1770. Higher oil prices, a depreciating rupee, high valuations and 

uncertainty over growth in corporate earnings are the key worries 

that have led to all time high investments in Mutual Funds in 2018. 

              

1771. Capital Account deficit on Balance of Payments basis, for Q1of 

2018-19 (April to June) was:  

a) $11 billion.  




