F. 23. Objective Questions on current affairs for g o ¢
competitive exams in 2018 including CSE 20

1731.The US has three criteria for declaring a country a currency manipulator: a
bilateral trade surplus with the US of over $20 billion; a current account
surplus of over 3% of GDP; and net forex purchases of 2% of GDP within
one year. India runs a big curteatcount deficit of over 2.5% of GDP and,
on that criterion, is well outside the danger zone of US sanctibasuS
definition of currency manipulation is economic bunkum. Bilateral trade
deficits are completely irrelevant to currency manipulation.

1732. Although data leaks are punishable under the Act, only the Unique
Identification Authority of India, which administers the identity programme,
could file a complaint regarding thisThere is no mechanism to appeal
agai nst UI DAI 0s d e ci seclanisn agamst thag h e
authority was equally tenuous.

1733. BHIM losing ground to private players

Merchant

Ceding Grounds incentives
BHIMADOPTION OVER BHIM'S JOURNEY Er':cnfgﬂ";,“fd
THELAST 3 MONTHS Launched | Apr 26, 2018: Jul 3, 2018:

Volume  Value InDec 2016 { Govtofindia Melty Cashback scheme
Month (Million)  (zcn) @ by PM mt o only for new
PR 1Znadam Narendra | cashback scheme | directive, BHIM app users
MAY 14.16 5748.47 Modl Tor BHIM usersto | stating —) Scheme withdrawn
JUN 16.34 6,261.25 L P be continued till for all other bank-

Source: NPCI Mar 31,2019 led UPlapps
[ et

173441 gh Ri s k:diveglobalnbanksthat are custodians for foreign
portfolio funds investingn India, are unwilling to tag jurisdictions like
Mauri tius, Caymanmw iakd. UAE as cohing i\
Ohtrghs k 6, | a lbegeéicial iowners oft fondsentering India
through these jurisdictions, will face close scrutiny.

Five global bankshad earliergi ven a | i st o f 25 Oohi
Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sefipe capital markets
regulator will come out with a final list of highrisk countries,and may

consult International Organigeon of Securities Commissins (OSCO or
Financial Action Task Forc@ATF) on the matter.
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Findings on black money by JoirRarliamentary Committee (JPQ and
SpecialInvestigationTeam(SIT) have recommendei push through a list
of high risk jurisdictions and curbs ononresident Indians (NRIs). But
countries like Mauritius have now brought in new antney laundering
rules and informatiosharing arrangement.

Risk Quotient

5 Global banks recently gave

Sebi alist of 25 high-
risk’ countries

Now some like
StanChart, HSBC &

others prefer a rethink

They fear naming Mauritius,
UAE, China as ‘high-risk’ could
hurt relationship, business

Most Indian custodians are
against tagging Mavuritivus,
Cayman, & UAE as high-risk

Sebi may consider
tweaking regulation to let
NRIs manage funds

Indian custodians to meet
this week to discuss the issue

LN

1735.The Election Commission is set to roll out new versaf Electronic
Voting Machines, Version M3jn full strength during the upcoming
assembly elections in Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and
Mi zoram. The EC maintainspt dhalid.t he
EC had used these thiggneration EVMs in seven constituencies during
the Karnatak& ssembly poll22018
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Special
Features

Production of M3 EVMs
started In 2013

It comes with additional

features like tamper
detection and self-
dlagnostics

The tamper detec-

tion feature makes

an EVM Inopera-
tive the moment anyone
tries to open the machine

The seif-diagnostic feature
checks the EVM fully every
time It Is switched on

Any change in
hardware or
software will

be detected

1736. Aadhaar registration number holders in India has crossed the
landmark 2011 census figure. Nearly 92% of the population and
almost every adult now has a unique identification number, if one
goes by projected population figures a2018.

The 2011 census had put |l ndi ado
while figures as on July 15, 2018 show 121.75 crore have enrolled
for Aadhaar. The Unique ldentification Authority of India (UIDALI)
puts projected population of India as on dattebout 133.5 crore.
There are just about 35 lakh adults who have not enrolled. This
figure too is mostly in states like Assam and Meghalaya, where
Aadhaar work i s not in full fl ow,
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1737 Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, MaharashtréarU®radesh, Punjab,
Rajasthan and Karnataka have alreaghnctioned farm loan
waivers The gross fiscal deficit (GFD) of states rose to 3.1% of
GDP in the revised estimates for 201 against the budgeted
estimate of 2.7% of GDP. This is due tslartfall in tax revenues
and higher revenue expenditure

1738.No Confidence Motions in India

HISTORY 1eachagalnstRajiv | &no-confidence motions were
Gandni&Vajpayee | moved Inthethird (1962-67-3

27 NO-CONFIDENCE MOTIONS SO FAR PMs:Nehru, Shastrl anaindira)

and the fourth LoK Sabha (1967-

2nd no-confidence 3motions 70- PM: Indira Gandhl)

faced by NDA govt; each faced by

firstwas In 2003, Lal Bahadur 4of the 15 no-confidence

moved by sonla Shastri &PV motions against indira Gananl

Gananlagainst NarasimhaRao Weremoved by CPM leader

ValDaYEE_ govt

Jyotirmoy Basu
2wereagainst =

Morarji Desal

1st no-confidence
motlonwas

A

: Oonly oncehasa
At15,Indira

PM (Morar]l

moved against ;
Jawahazl Gandnifaced Eei?ghmggta aflli <
Nehru In August maximum such no-confidence [
1963 by JB motions In her motion

Kripalanl varlous tenures

Source: Lok Sabha BTl

1739. Procedure

The procedure is laid down under Rule 198 of the rules of procedure and
conduct of business of the LS. A-ononfidence motion need not set out
any grounds on which it is based. Even when grounds are mentioned in
the notice and read out in the House, they do not form part of the no
confidence motion

The Speakerds permission is requir
supported by at least 50 ME3ometimes the Speaker can refuse to admit

the motion too (as in the previous Budget session). The Speaker then sets
aday/days within the next 10 days, a
speeches
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It means any formal proposal made by a member for theopeirpf

eliciting a decision of the House.

subject of a motion

1740.Indian deposits in Swiss banks declined 34.5% in 2017 from a year ago

and by 80% since 231

If adopted (voted),
expressing the will of the House. Any matter of importance can be the

The Right View

Deposits of Indlans In Swiss Banks

{In £ million)

Zﬂld

Il:llE

Iﬂ:lT

=

»The widely quoted SNE data
does not give right picture

kIt Includes, among others,

deposits of Indians in Swiss

banks operating in India

kSwiss authorities have

provided BIS data for Indian

deposits in Swiss banks

¢ The data show steady
decline in such depaosits

1741. No approval of Parliament is requirddyovernment is lowering its stake

to less than 50 per cent.

Last Lap

UMION

CABINET TO

So0n ke up

LIC's proposal

O cquire

51%m IF SWIFTLY COMPLETED, GOV'T

In IDE81 Bank wiil not need to Infuse any
rrnrenplt:uhmelauer

the deal to LiC HAD DONE its

be completed due diligence as per

Defore Sept IRDAI directions

10 x 10 Learning TM

Will seek approval
from RBI1 once IDBI
board approves

Proposal includes
open offer by LIC
to shareholders
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1742 Status and pay of Chief lmfmation CommissioneandState
Information Commissioner.

Current Status, Changes Planned

Chief Info commissioner and Info commis-
sloners of Central Information Commission
and chiefs of state Info commisslons are at
par with 5C judges; state Info commission-
ers are at par with state chlef secretarles

Government may change these; iay down
. that Centre, states would declde salarles.

* Other changes also planned, but clarity
would emerge only after the bill Is Intro-
duced In Parliament

Tes s mdimea £ A sevna el saenady T

1743 Number of Infrastructure projects that have met the deadhe for
completion

. Falling Behind

As many as 59 of a total of 389 mega infrastruciure projects —
those costing 1,000 crore and more — being executed by the
central government and its agencies have experienced a cost
escalation of £1.36 lakh crore due to missed deadlines. Fifteen of
these are multi-state projects. Here's a sector-wise break-up..

Missed deadlines & cost overruns”

[
sl PETROLEUM B aa4s0ss
a . ROADS I 2,111.74
1 I ATOMICENERGY I 2,608 Total
O | URBAN DEV. | 37279 ?I.Sgﬂﬂeﬂ.iﬂ E
1 I TELECOM - 11,330 =
g
“As on April 1, 2018 S
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1744. India Post Payment Bank (IPPB)

Wider
connection

» RElallows IPPB to operate
out of either branch offices
Or access points

o |PPB haschosen access
points to reach out to cus-
tomers

o To0provide services through
3,250 access points

o Around 11,000 people to
provide doorstep services

IPPB to have branches at

650 locations
IN INDIA

1745.The SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) A@989, was amended in August

2018 to makavhich of the followingthree changes :

a) To set aside the Supreme Court oradr20th March 2018, for a
preliminary inquiry by a gazette officer before lodging of an FIR.

b) Say tha no approval of a senior officer was needed for arresting the
accused.

c) Say that no provision of section 438 @fiminal ProcedureCode would
be applicable.

d) All the above

1746.The appointments of which of the following High Coudges to the
Supreme Courhad caused @month stalematdetweerthe judiciaryand
the government:
a) Chief Justice of Uttara&handHigh Court
b) Chief Justice ofMadrasHigh Court
c) Chief Justice ofOrissa High Court
d) All the three above.
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1747. Asian Games2018, were held in August 2018 in:
a) Jakarta, Gelora Bung Karno Stadium
b) Singapore
c) Vietnam
d) Manila

1748. Kofi Annan who died at the age of 80 in August, 2018 was:
a) A Nobel Peace Prize laureatwarded in 2001
b) Servediwo termsas Secretary General of the Unitedtidns from 1997 to
2006.
c) He was a native of Kumasi, Ghana.
d) All the above are correct.

1749. Major floods in Kerala

a) The flood of 1924 was the biggest in 100 years when 4 lakh cubic feet per
second (cusecs) water discharged through the Periyar river.

b) Thesecond biggest flood was in 1961 that say a maximum daRhbcubic
feet per second (cusecs) water discharged through the Periyar river.

c) In 2018, till 18.08.2018 1.48 lakh (cusecs) water was discharged through
the Periyar river.

d) The discharge of Periyaiver is measured at Aluva.

1750. The highest rainfall ever recorded in a single day in Kerala was 670mm in
Thirurangady. In 2018 it was 400 mm in Nilambur in a single dagom T
June, 2018 to 17August 2018 the total rainfall received was 2,307mm while
the normal rainfall in Kerala is 1,635 mm. 11 districts out of 14 were on red
alert for floods. Hill station of Munnar isolated from the rest of the state, and
left with only wireless connectivity.

1751. Kerala has 44 rivers and 57 dams. Sluices of 33 daams @pened for the first
time 1 n t he. Al slueceseod Idukkihdarm inoCheruthoni were
opened for the first time in 26 years. The Mullaperiyar dam is located in Kerala
but is controlled by Tamil Nadu. In August 2018 the Supreme Court had to
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intervene to direct Tami | Nadu to mai

But Tamil Nadu has refused to comply

1752.The highest producers of tea are:
a) Assam 51%
b) West Bengal 29.3%
c) Tamil Nadu 12.4%
d) Others 7.3%

1753.The Unique ldentificatiorAuthority of India has withdrawn electronic knew
your-customer facilities for multiple Indian banks and authentication agencies
for failing to meet targets on enrolment and updating citizen information for its
Aadhaar biometric database.

UIDAI alleges h UIDAI Kept on hold e-KYC facliity
The Issue that 13 banks & =) of mese panks ana aumentication

authentication =| agencles due to non-compliance
(LRGSR {71  agencles fell shortof with Its directions
UIDAI MANDATED Aadhaar enrolment and -
BANKS TO SET update targets despite After a meeting last week, the
UP AADHAAR repeated requests e KYC facllity of fve Banks/ALAS,

, Inciuaing ICICI Bank, Inausind Bank
ENTOLMIEI AR They were " and RBL Bank, has Deen restored
UPDATE FACILITY IN turning back
ATLEAST 10UTOF [ECTERGILENTETg S The facliity of elgnt others Is stil
U3 SU:LT e IS  premises, causing hard- \_‘\-_. /7)) under process of restoration
ship & Inconvenience g subject to compilance

The Authority suspended electronic customer verification services for 13 banks
and Aadhaar authentication agenci¢AUA) last week after it found them
performing dismally on their target&or banks, the suspension affected several
financial services they offer linked the authentication facility.

UIDAI last year decided to locate enrolment centers within banks and

government offices owning to increased instance of frauds and data hacks at

private centers. Section 12A of Aadhaar (Enrolment and Update)ld&iegs

mandates banks to set up Aadhaar enrolment facilities in at least one out of every

10 branches.
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Banks can digitally authenticate customers for multiple financial services by using
the eKYC facilities provided by UIDAI. The National Payments Caplndia,

too, offers Aadhaaenabled payments where banks need to identify customers
through their biometrics for payments.

1754.The Rupee lost about 10# 2018 as it touched a record low at 70.86 to the
dollar. Itcounts among the worst performing emeggmarket currencies.

In Focus @
N
f‘J:III.I-EI:Iat Non-oll
$43.79 | Imports were
BILLION, | estimated at

28.81% $31.44

nigher BILLION,
year-on- | 20.23% higher
| year year-on-year |

Major commodity Imports rosa
Taster in July 2018 compared
with Juty 2017: (1]

A a1
Crude & pais

1755. Demonetisation in 2016 had the larger purpose of moving India from
a nontax compliant economy to a tax compliant economy. About 99.3% of
the demonetized notes have been returned to the banks. The Rs. 500 and
Rs. 1000 notes hableen demonetized. Of the 15.14 lakh crore worth of
notes in circulation at the time, 15.31 lakh crore have been returned.
The income tax department has identified 1.8 million depositors for
enquiry about excess deposits. The number of income t@xsdiled has
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increased from 38 million in March 2014 to 68.6 million in 248/ This is
an increase of 19% and 25% for the last two ye@he new returns filed in
last two years have been 8.551 million and 10.7 million

1756.Census 2011 to collect data &BC for the first time after 1931. In
2011 a Social and Enomic Census had collected only.

1757 India in 18" Asian Games, Jakarta
India sAsmn Games Haul: 15 Gold, 24 Silver, 30 Bronze

GOLD IndlanTeam (W) MIl][IIEWEIgm 75KE (M)  SEPAK TAKRAW
ATHLETICS KABADDI BRIDGE Inglan team Regu (M)
Tajinderpal Singn Toor Indlanteam (W) sumit Muknerjee/ SHOOTING
Shot put (M) KURASH Debabrata uaimi:ua_.f Ravl Kumar/Apurvi
Neera] Chopra = Pincky Balhara 52k Jaggy shivaasan Chandela
Javelin tmrow (M sm:::l; sl Rajeshwar Tewarl/Ajay  10malr rifie mixed team
Manjit Singh 800mM (M) shweta shervegar/varsna Khare/RajuTolanl Team (M) apnishek verma
Mi::msmm Gautham 49er FX (W) Bachirajusatyanarayana/ 10m air plstol (M)
Tripie jJump (M) SHOOTING Rajeev Knandeiwai/ Heena Sldhu
Swapna Barman L Deepak Kumar Gopinath Manna/Himanl  1om air pistal (W)
10m alr rifie (M) Knanaelwal/Hema Deora/ squasH
b o Team compound (W) Kiran Nadar Mixed team
Jinson Johnson 1500M (M)  Abhishek Verma/Rajat ~ LakshaySheoranTrap (M) - -0 Diplika Pallikal Singles (W)
M.R. Poovamma/Saritaben Chauhan/Aman saini SanjeevRajput somrifle to-neeo Joshna chinappa
Galkwad/Hima Das/ Team compound (M) three positions (M) AL SIngles (W)
Vismaya 4x400m relay (W) ATHLETICS Sharaul vinan Inglan team (M) Saurav Ghosal Singles (M)
Bmft ING Hima Das 400m (W) Double trap (M) KURASH ::lln's: m
AmitPanghal Light MuhammedAnas 400m (M) SQUASH naon/
flywelgnt 43Kg (M) Duteechana 100m ()  DipikaPaliikai/Joshna 'E‘ﬁ";'“ﬂ,?fm . %ﬁ:ﬂﬂmmﬂw
mitec LAY "’m“mmﬂﬁe?n" ROWING TABLE TENNIS
Pranab Bardhan/ 400m hurdies (M) w) Dushyant Chauhan Satnlyan Gnanasekaran/
shibnnath Sarkar Pair (M) sudhasingh BROMNZE Ligntwelgnt single Sculls (M) Achaqta STarath Kamalf
RDWINGI 3000m steeplecnase (W)  ATHLETICS RohltKumar/Bhagwan  anthony Amairal/Harmeet
53"3:115 "i:n'f"am 'Em Neena Varakll long jump W) PUChitra 1500m (W) singh Lightwelghtdouble  pesal/Manav Thakkar
suknmeet singh Jinson Johnson 800m (M)  Seema Punia Sculls (M) Toam (M)
Quadrupie sculls (M) Rajiv Arokla/Muhammeqd DISCUS throw (W) SAILING Achanta Sharath Kamal/
SHOOTING Anas/Hima Das/MR BADMINTON Harshita Tomar Manika Batra Mixed doumies
Saurabh Chaughary Poovamma Salna Nehwal Singles (w)  Open Laser 47 TENNIS
10m alr pistol (M) Mixed 4x400m reiay BOKING Varun Thakiar/Ganapathy Prajnesh Gunneswaran
Rahl Sarnobat Duteechand 200m(w)  VIkasKrishanYadav Chengappa 49er (M) Singles (M)
25m pistol (W) Dharun Ayyasamy/Kunhu . Ankita Ralna singles (W)
TENNIS mmﬁmﬁmﬂw WRESTLING
Rohan Bopanna/DIv! Divya Kakran
sharan Doubles (M} ; ;i“ga':*”[?‘;:; (M) . Freestyle GBKE (W)
— WUSHU
oo g & PV Sindnu Singics (w) | Rosnibina Naorem
Fresstyle 65kg (M) EQUESTRIAN Sanda 60KE (W)
M ﬁuﬁuﬁuﬁennn N
Freestyle 50Kg (W) g Sanda S6KE (M)
Fouaad MIrza/Rakesh surya Bhanu Pratap Singh
SILVER Kumar/Ashish Mallk/ Sanda 6OKE (M)
ARCHERY Jitender singh Narender Grewal
Muskan Kirar/Madhumita Team eventing Sanaa 65 ke (M)
E:,':,'.,a;',;”"mm Surekha  HoCKEY M=Men's, W=Women's
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1758. ndi adés gol d medal 20&a8inJgkarmBndl 5 i
Palembang in Indonesia, is equal to its gold medal odily
a) Inaugural Asian Games 1951, in New Delhi.
b) Asian Games 1982 in New Delhi.
c) Asian Gamed4970.
d) AsianGames 2010

1759.Income from the sale of products such as booklets, magazines and
DVDs and providing accommodation and food by religious
organisations on payenn t ar e not Acharitahb
Authority for Advance Rulings for Goods and Services Tax in
Maharashtra has held. Such activities will be treated as a business
on which GST is liable to be paid.

In The Tax Net

sale of spiritual
products alone

not enough to

Maharashira
Authority Tor
Aavance Rullng
lays down GST
Hablity

sale of books, magazines,
DVDs and MP3 by charltable
trusts not ‘charitable activity'

Chargeable

JCCOm-

i these would
quality as

In satsang

also not

charitable

Experts say the ruling
provides clarity on

what Is llable to tax Al
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1760. Changes ininternationaimerchandiséradedue to currency fluctuations up
to June 2018

/
G20 Trade Contraction

‘ ‘ G20 International merchandise trade
G20 international Pen:entaﬂ variations

merchandise trade, j
seasonally adjusted and ' m
expressed in current Q22018 l Country/region [] 022018 |
US dollars, contracted -06% G20 -0.9%
in the second quarter -19.9% Argentina -6.1%
of 2018 following eight — S —
consecutive quarters 4.8% Canada 14%
of growth, according to -2.8% China 03%
OECD. This was partly -1.9% EU28 -17%
. g -1.8% F -0.8%
due to the significant — Garmany =
depreciation of a 5.7% India 2.9%
number of currencies -1.0% Indonesia 1.2%
against the US dollar. ;_:: J':':'n ‘l‘g
During the period, 08% South Korea -0.1%
India’s exports grew at 0.2% Mexico 1.4%
5.7%, the second-highest 1.2% Russia -4.2%
' . 9.7% SaudiArabia -4.8%
rate in the grouping, T Pyl T
while imports rose the -0.9% Turkey 9.4%
fastest at 2.9%.. -6.9% UK -4.1%
4.4% us 0.0%

Positive readings are highlighted
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1761 .Central Information Commission has objectedBttN Sr i kr i s hn a
version 0.1 of Personal Data Protection Bill on the grounds that the
provisions infringe upon the freedom of speech, undermine tghbt
Information (RTI) Act and could prewt the exposure of corruption

The Srikrishna At the meeting, Information
panel's draft commissioners sald that personal
Personal Daa data and Information shouid be
Protection Blilwas | mace public wnen relevant to
refeased at the end | uphoiding the pubiic good

mmmé PUOI peservations were expressed about

the so-calied right to be forgotten UER A8 [

e il achad | The task of arawing up the to discuss
giscussedtne | commission’s response nasbeen lalllc It
proposals at a entrusted to Information

meeting on commissioner M Sridhar Acharyuly,
AUGUST 28 | avocal aritic of the arart Bil

Taking a Close Look n

1762T h e us e of t he term oDalité

September 2018 as it is derogatory and ia eonstant reminder of the
deprivation and humiliation theommunity ha undergone Government of

pa

b e

India has issued instruction against the use of the term in any schemes or in

media.

1763.Th e -t ®en d e r inwleimgniadgescale manipulation of the online
procurement platform to allegedly favour a select few peiv@ompanies

was exposed in May 2018 in the State of:
a) Madhya Pradesh
b) Maharashtra
c) West Bengal
d) Rajasthan

1764 Assembly elections for which of the following states are due to be held in

second half of 2018:
a) Rajasthan
b) Madhya Pradesh
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c) Chhattisgarh
d) Telangana
e) All the above

1765.Panchayat elections were scheduled in June 281&&mmu and
Kashmir have been rescheduledhe fourphased municipal potls

a) The fourphased municipal polls from 1 to 15 October, 2018.

b)The eightphased panchayat electiofiem 8 November to 4
December, 2018.

c) Two political regional parties PDP and NC have called for no
participation in the polls until Government of India clarifies
its stand on Article 35A.

d)The All Jammu andKashmir Panchayat Conferencdas
declared that panchayat elections are a community exercise
and not a political exercise.

1766.Samanya Pichhda Alpsankhayak Kalyan Samaj (SAPAKS) led by
former IAS officer Hiralal Trivedi in Madhya Pradesh and the
Samata Andolan Samiti (SAS) of retired j&dhan civil service
officer Parashar Narayan Sharmiaie SAS has been behind legal
challenges blocking additional reservation to Gujjars and Meenas
in the state beyond the 50% reservation cap fixed by the Supreme
Court.

1767.Governor Satya Pal Malils the gwernor of:
a) Jammu and Kashmir
b) Mizoram
c) Arunachal Pradesh
d) Uttara khand

1768.The SAPAKS in Madhya Pradesh, meanwhile, is a party in the top
court in the cases involving reservation in promotions as well as
against the new SC/ST Act.
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1769.Prime Minister in Global Mobility Summit 2018

@ CHARGE FORWARD

My vision for the
future of mobility in
Indiais basedon7 Cs:
common, connected,
convenient,
congestion-free,
charged, clean,
(Utting-edge

1770.Higher oil prices, a depreciating rupee, high valuations and
uncertainty over growth in corporate earnings are the key worries
that have led to all time high investments in Mutual Funds in 2018.

Staying in Demand

SIP contribution per month (T Crore)

"onn | 201819 | 201710
April 6,690 4,269
May 7304 | 4584
June 7554 4,744

July 7554 | 4947

August | 7654 | 5206 &

1771 .Capital Account deficibn Balance ofPayments basjgor Qlof
201819 (April to June) was:
a) $11 billion.
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