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701.     The total number of 9 crops on which a report has been submitted on 

GM seeds include: 

a) BT brinjal 

b) BT mustard 

c) BT cotton 

d) Desi cotton 

e) All the above 

 

702.  Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC)  has adopted a 

framework of 58 indicators in five important aspects, namely  

a) economic,  

b) social,  

c) cultural, 

d)  health   

e) Environment 

 

703. The International Monetary Fund (IMF)  Report  2016 
 

 
 

a) The IMF Report said India has benefited from lower commodity 

prices, and inflation has declined more than expected, but wants 
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structural reforms to address underlying inflationary pressures 

due to bottlenecks in food storage and distribution to keep 

inflation in the target range. 

b) In a new monetary policy framework, India has set an inflation 

target of 4% till March 2021, within a tolerance band of two 

percentage points (2-6%). 

c) The report said the Goods and Services Tax (GST) will be 

positive for investment and acknowledged several positive 

measures undertaken over the past two years. 

d) It called for additional measures to enhance efficiency in the 

mining sector and increase electricity generation to boost 

productive capacity, besides labour market reforms to reduce 

rigidities to maximise the employment potential of the 

demographic dividend. 

e) It said measures to strengthen bank balance sheets through full 

recognition of losses and increasing bank capital should 

continue. 

               

704.  Article 47 of Constitution of India:  enjoins that the State shall 

endeavour to bring about prohibition of intoxicating drinks and drugs 

that are injurious to health. To ensure food safety, the government has 

set up a food regulator. Similarly for consumption of drugs, that are 

beneficial or injurious depending on quantity and frequency. Similarly, 

control of adulteration in food.  

     Article 47 on prohibition, is now seem to be unscientific and 

irrational, apart from being illiberal and violates of the fundamental 

right to liberty. Prohibition violates the fundamental right of liberty 

and the derived right to privacy guaranteed by the Constitution. But, 

as one of the Directive Principles of State Policy commends 

prohibition, it cannot be deemed to violate a fundamental right.  The 

additional reasons for the Supreme Court of India striking down the 

Bihar order imposing prohibition were that it will be impossible to 

impose such an order and that if continued it will result in increasing 

corruption and other malpractices.   
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705.  JAM:  the three phase plan that seeks to provide financial security and 

make life better for the disadvantaged. Phase one of the JAM ( Jan 

Dhan-Aadhaar Mobile) trinity, was about vision, the second was 

establishing a range of simple financial products, and the third was all 

about making sure itôs easy for people to access them. Jan Dhan Yojana 

financial inclusion programme, the Aadhaar card and the mobile aimed 

at ensuring that benefits go to those who deserve them without any 

leakages on the way. The second phase is creating an array of products, 

such as the RuPay debit card, along with a Rs. 5,000 overdraft, and Rs. 

30,000 accident insurance.  In the third phase, the government wants to 

make sure that itôs easy for people to access these financial products. 

       Jan Dhan, was a basic savings and credit solution that laid the 

foundation for more products such as insurance and pension.  The 

second phase is creating an array of products, such as the RuPay 

debit card, along with a Rs 5,000 overdraft, and Rs.30,000 

accident insurance.  In the third phase, the government wants to 

make sure that itôs easy for people to access these financial 

products. 

706. On two years of  BJP Government 

   Railway Minister:  

a) the biggest challenge is building an ecosystem in which 

investments and innovation in technology lead to 

increased productivity and creation of jobs. Design in 

India was important to prevent the current losses due to 

Intellectual Property Rights. 

b) óMake in Indiaô initiative is for matching good politics 

with good economics. Economics is part of overall 

sociology. Labour-intensive production has to be 

promoted in a big way for sustainable development, but 

not at the cost of productivity. Therefore, Skilling India 

and Digital India campaigns are very important. . There is 

need to create jobs in packaging and logistics with huge 

benefits 
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c)  The Make in India programme is aimed at turning the 

country into a global manufacturing hub to generate jobs, 

raise incomes and bolster growth.  The participation of the 

global community is required to transform railways and 

transform India. Manufacturing needs to be linked to 

farms. ñThere is a potential to create a lot of jobs in 

packaging and logistics with huge benefits, óusing 

technology to bring about transparency in operations and 

tenderingò. 

707.    Defence Minister:   

a) To ensure that procedure does not become supreme. 

Curbing wrong doing through focus on punishing the guilty 

is more important than increasing regulations.   The defence 

sector needs to be opened to private participation very 

carefully.       

b) Promotion of skill development can be included as an 

eligibility criterion in defence offsets. Skill development is 

to the offset policy that mandates foreign companies, to 

invest at least 30% of the value of the contract value in 

India.  In defence exports, almost all restrictions have been 

removed as in 2016.  

708.    Telecom and IT Minister :  `Digital India  is the new rule for a new 

economy .  

a) India's Internet user base has reached 400 million, equal to 

the US, and about 950 million Indians are within the ambit 

of the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI), . 

This means three-fourth Indians are in the digital space 

through Aadhaar.    

b)  ñIndians first observe a technology, enjoy, adopt and then 

get enlightened,ñ which is in sync with ñthat IT (Indian 

Talent) + IT (Information Technology) = IT (India To 

morrow)ñ.  
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c) Government's mega Digital India initiative is aimed ñto 

create a knowledge economy and designed to bridge the 

digital divide. 2.5 lakh gram panchayats  are being linked 

through a national fibre optic broadband network and  

89,000 km of optical fibre pipes have been laid.  

709.    Deep Learning, that is increasing coming into limelight, is : 

a)   a subset of machine learning, encompassing multiple 

techniques as an attractive computation tool, to make 

computers do things as per precise instructions.     

b)  part of  continuous learning for innovative research by 

humans 

c)  a new methodology for high research 

d) None of the above 

           

710.  The Factories (Amendment) Bill, 2016, which includes a provision to 

increase the cap on overtime in factories. The overtime work hour, 

under Section 64, has been doubled from 50 to 100 in a quarter and to 

125 under special circumstances through a special notification. The 

legislation empowers the central government, in addition to the state 

governments, to make exempting rules and orders in respect of total 

number of hours of work on overtime in a quarter, which would en sure 

uniformity in its application by various state governments and Union 

territories. 

711.   Rural Development by 2019,  is a multi pronged effort involving  

a) Creation of basic infrastructure:  connecting all villages 

under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, one 

crore rural houses under Awaas Yojana.  

b) Means of livelihood in villages: by ensuring 100 days of 

work through creation of water conservation and other 

assets under MGNREGS . 

c) Making  the country open defecation free. 

d)  Soil Health Card to advise for appropriate crops that 

will also contribute as an anti drought measure. 
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712.  Niti Aayoôs  new objective is to create a socio economic framework 

that supports social harmony, with high ethical standards,  and 

redefining , reinventing fundamentals for future planning and 

development. This requires a new level of thinking and  a clear road 

map for:  

a) Population stabilisation. 

b) Addressing quality of life without freezing growth. 

c) Increasing life expectancy and keeping the dependency 

ratio low. 

d) Increasing incomes and removing disparities. 

e) Bridging the urban-rural infrastructural divide. 

f) the transition between rural-tribal-urban and smart cities   

713.   NITI AYOG is now to suggest transformational change that positions 

and prepares India for the next century     

a) plan for resources that not only take care of its increasing 

population but also the changes within that growing population.  

b)  provisioning of water, nutrition, health, human resources, 

education and energy, and the generation of adequate resources to 

support the roadmap. 

c) productive jobs for every hand with a focus on agricultural 

productivity and profitability  

d)  the country will double its proportion of people above 64 

over the next 25 years instead of in 100 years as in the past  This 

age group has healthcare expenditure as its priority: between 3.4 

and 5.4 times the amount spent on healthcare by under-65 people. 

e) The dependency ratio -the average number of economically 

dependent people per 100 economically productive people in India 

has increased from 7.8 in 1950 to 11.1in 2010. 

f)  Redefining and reinventing fundamentals for future 

planning and development. This, in turn, requires a new level of 

thinking 

 

 

714. Governmentôs stand on Triple talaq:   The government's 

stand against triple talaq and polygamy is that such practices were 

anti-women. These needed to be abolished as they violate the 
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Constitution, gender equality and women's dignity.  Many Muslim 

countries such as Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Morocco, Tunisia, 

Turkey, Indonesia, Egypt, Iran and Pakistan have amended their 

matrimonial laws and their reforms have not been found to violate 

Islamic laws. In India the right to faith is guaranteed by the 

Constitution, but unreasonable practice cannot be allowed to 

continue in the guise of faith. 

 

715.   Future of science and technology: 

    

         As in 2016, the scale of evolution of technology is dramatic 

and deeply disruptive. Changes that are of relevance include those 

in solar power generation, power storage, robotics, material 

sciences and nano technology.    

         The need in future is for material that is both strong and light.  

Therefore, there is an increasing switch from metals to carbon.  

Carbon fabric has already emerged as a material for the future. 

Boeing Dream liner is already made of carbon fibre and BMW's 

most advanced cars are made of carbon formed into a kind of wool, 

spun into fibre and woven into sheets that are pressed into car body 

parts.  Advances in robotics are likely to reduce jobs further across 

all sectors, but there will always be things that can be done better 

and cheaply by skilled manpower.  

       For future, the quality of education system needs to improve and 

change. New skills, new knowledge and training to enhance ability 

to adapt and multi task are needed.  

 

716.   Section 67C of IT Act: refers to the obligation of the service providers 

to retain information, the nature of the data to be retained and the time 

period is not specified. Companies which do not comply with the law 

can be levied fine and its officers sent to jail. Internationally here is no 

standard on this issue. ñThere were norms at the European Union-level 

regarding data retention, but they were struck down in 2014 by the 

European Court of Justice as being violative of human rights,ñ  
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              All this so that law-enforcement agencies can access the 

information if they need it.  Sharing of information between 

foreign firms and the Indian government has been a contentious 

issue, and experts said the mandate may be impossible to 

implement for firms such as WhatsApp that promise end-to-end 

encryption 

 
 

 
 

717.   Multi -utility vehicles offering micro-hybrid technology to conserve 

energy  are the future of transportation in India.  Hybrid automobiles 

are those that carry a non-conventional propulsion system, such as an 

electric motor, and an additional engine that runs on conventional fuel. 

Government has  announced incentives on the purchase of electric and 

hybrid vehicles under the FAME (Faster Adoption and Manufacturing 

of Hybrid and Electric Vehicles in India) scheme. 

 

718.   National Saving Certificates are issued by: 

a)  Reserve Bank of India 

b) State Bank of India 

c) The Small Saving Scheme of India Post 

d) Employee Provident Fund Organisation  
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719.  Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid and Electric Vehicles in 

India scheme: offers a subsidy of    Rs.  13,000 on eco friendly vehicles 

like hybrids.  Customers get benefit from about 50% reduction in excise 

duty, plus exemption from the infrastructure cess of 1-4% announced in 

the 2016-17 Budget. The total incentive on the Camry hybrid stands at 

around Rs.70,000 . 

720. The Mobile tower radiation issue:    Mobile phones are a leading tool of 

inclusive governance, as they are literacy and language neutral. The 

government is banking on mobile devices for the delivery of many 

citizen centric schemes, such as financial inclusion and direct-benefit 

transfer. 

          Radiation fears about mobiles are not medically founded. 

Twenty-four Indian scientists have given a report that radio-

frequency radiations from mobile towers are non-ionising 

electromagnetic radiations and they can't break chemical bonds or 

cause ionisation in the human body.  India has over a billion cell 

phones and about 400,000 towers, with an approximate average of 

two sets of antennae per tower, radiating extremely low energy 

non-ionising electromagnetic fields (EMF). The common man 

incorrectly equates this mobile EMF, which is millions of times 

weaker than hi-energy ionising radiation like X-rays, gamma rays 

as harmful radiation. 

721. Globally, video is the biggest guzzler of data and its form factor change 

to HD and 4K is a multiplier on data consumption. In an industry where 

spectrum is finite and focus is on supply, market structure 

transformation from perfect competition to oligopoly seems inevitable. 

Even in a three-four players' markets, the top two make money and the 

rest struggle. 

 

722.   Which of the following was NOT an area for Nobel Prize , as 

established by Alfred Nobel's will of 1895  

a) Science  

b) medicine  
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c) peace  

d) literature 

e) Economics 

723. Ecommerce companies are rattled by certain clauses attached to the new 

marketplace guidelines.  Some of the thorny issues 

 
 

724.    A combined budget from 2017: Union and Railway budgets to be 

merged from January 2017, as the biggest reform in the sector.   This 

will save Rs. 9,700 crore as dividend on the capital at charge which the 

Railways pays annually to the Central Government 
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725.   Components of Inflation : 
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726.    Reform in Monetary Policy from 2016 
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727.  Sustainable Water Management : 155 districts in 25 states received less 

than 75% of the long period average rainfall between June and 

September 2016. The government has identified 112 most irrigation 

deprived districts in the country for water natural resource management, 

on a mission mode. This year MGNREGS stressed on construction of 

over 8 million farm ponds as a drought proofing measure and to create 

productive assets as part of the scheme.  

 

728.      Nobel Prize in Economics was established by  

a) Central Bank o Sweden in 1968 

b) Alfred Nobelôs Will of 1895 

c) Nobel Prize Committee  in 1968 

d) None of the above 
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729.  World Bank on Global trash: More than half the world's population 

does not have access to regular trash collection. Unregulated or illegal 

dump sites serve about four billion people and hold over 40% of the 

world's waste, according to the World Bank... 

 

 
 

730.   Generation Change in cable TV 

 

 

731.  Reform  in Patent Registration in India 

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31816&articlexml=Waste-Problem-07032016014029
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732.   S 400 :  India has agreed  purchase five S-400 from Russia for 

Rs.30,000 crore.  It's a mobile platform that can launch eight missiles at 

one go and at a speed faster than most fighter aircraft. But the critical 

bit is its sophisticated jamming-resistant panoramic radar that can detect 

a plane as far as 600 km away.  And its missiles can engage the target at 

a range of 400 km onwards. Significantly, it can also zero in to a 

moving target much more accurately. There's no other system with such 

range. The best US counter is the Patriot missile system with a range of 

about 100 km.  The S-400 would virtually cover most of Pakistan. 

 

733. BRICS: (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) held its 8
th
 

meeting at Goa in October 2016.   The progress achieved in the specific 

areas, was reviewed. The New Development Bank, proposed in the 7
th
 

meeting, has been located in Shanghai. It has become functional both in 

its lending and borrowing activities.     Progress on economic 

integration among the BRICS is underway with a group-specific 

business council. Trade fair has been launched and work on aligning 

non-tariff barriers, customs cooperation and Exim Bank coordination is 

in progress.  The meeting began a new initiative of intergroup 

coordination by inviting all SAARC nations and Thailand and 

Myanmar , to cover all countries around the Bay of Bengal.   These 

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31816&articlexml=It-Clicks-India-Introduces-Cheaper-Faster-Patent-Registration-18052016015027
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nations could interact with BRICS nations for an extended economic 

coordination.   

 

734.   The UN World Population Prospects: The 2015 Revision, India's 

population is expected to surpass China's by 2022. A combination of 

factors like climate change, increasing industrialisation, urbanisation 

and new pests and diseases coupled with regulatory challenges have 

connived to bring about increasing pressure on our farms over the years, 

limiting their capability to enhance production, especially on small land 

holdings as prevalent in India. To increase farmers' income without 

inflationary pressure on the economy, India needs to increase our 

productivity urgently . Technology has played a vital role in most 

sectors to improve quality of life, as well as the productivity of products 

and services. The same should apply to agriculture. 

 

735.  The National Seed Association of India (NSAI) is attempting  to 

indirectly interfere in the intellectual property rights (IPR) regime and 

compulsory licensing of Genetically Modified (GM) crops through the 

convoluted reading of the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers' 

Rights Act 2001.  PPVFRA is designed for an altogether different 

purpose, namely, that of protecting varieties. The PPVFRA cannot 

override the Patents Act. This Act is for protection of plant varieties 

only, and it was enacted before GM crops came into India. It shouldn't 

allow vested interests to misinterpret and misuse this Act. 

      The government policy is to encourage technology transfer 

and innovation in the farm sector that employs over 50% of 

country's workforce.  To increase farmers' income without 

inflationary pressure on the economy, India needs to increase our 

productivity urgently. Technology has played a vital role in most 

sectors to improve quality of life, as well as the productivity of 

products and services. The same should apply to agriculture. 

 

736.   Monsoon in 2016: The normal date for withdrawal of the monsoon 

from west Rajasthan is September 1. India receives 70% of its annual 

rains during the four-month monsoon season, which lasts till the end of 

September. In 2015, the retreat of monsoon started on September 4. 
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Rainfall from June 1 to September 5 was 3% below average. The IMD 

is retaining its forecast that rainfall will be 6% above the long-period 

average, following two successive years of deficit monsoons. The 

retreat of the southwest monsoon coincides with the onset of the 

northeast monsoon (October-December) covering southern India. The 

southwest monsoon reached Kerala coast on June 8 this year and 

covered the country by July 13.   

      India receives an average 890 mm of rainfall from June-

September period, which is pivotal for the country's rural 

economy. Monsoon rain is vital for India as 55% of the arable 

land depends entirely on rain for irrigation. While agriculture 

accounts for about 15% of the economy, the monsoon has a wider 

impact because it affects millions of people in villages and weak 

rainfall can lead to a spurt in food prices. 

 

737.   Public Debt Management to be reformed:  The Government plans to 

relieve the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) of public debt management in 

two years. When the RBI manages the government's debt, it leads to a 

conflict with its role as monetary authority, working to contain inflation 

and ensuring financial stability.  Rising inflation demands an increase in 

policy rates but the government wants takers for its debt offered at a 

low rate. The reform will allow the central bank to focus on monetary 

policy of setting short term interest rates. 

           A public debt management cell will work with the RBI in 

finalising market borrowings and managing its liabilities.   In an 

inter dependent world, where capital moves across borders, the 

notion that the RBI and the government functioning in silos is 

flawed. The financial crisis has shown that the management of 

government debt, regulation of banks and monetary policy are all 

interlinked.  

 

        As a custodian of foreign exchange reserves, the RBI may 

have to sell dollars to buy rupees, sucking out liquidity . If the 

government chooses that precise moment to issue bonds, sucking 

out even more liquidity, it might upset the RBI's liquidity 

management plans. Such interventions can be managed carefully 
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only when the government and the RBI are in sync with each 

other. 

 

738.    Reforms in Export process for ease of doing business:     Under the 

existing system, traders apply for export license with the Directorate 

General of Foreign Trade, under Ministry of Commerce, and have also 

to register with the customs department. Thereafter, the reimbursements 

due to them under various schemes of Foreign Trade Policy are 

received with the approval of Ministry of Finance.  Only for the Duty 

Drawback Scheme, under which exporters are compensated for customs 

and excise duties paid by them import of raw material, they receive 

their compensation directly from Department of Revenue.  

        The reform involves simplification of the process by 

transferring the implementation of three more schemes to 

Department of Revenue, namely, 

a. Advanced Authorisation Scheme, under which exporters 

can import raw material and inputs, without paying duty 

after getting a licence  

b. Export Promotion Capital Goods scheme under which 

exporters get full exemption from paying duty when 

importing machinery to manufacture goods meant for 

exports, and  

c. Deemed exports scheme.   

 

739.    Budget 2016-17 
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740. Tax exemptions for Start Ups: The FM proposed 100% tax exemption 

on profits made in any three of a start upôs first five years, for ventures 

set up between April 2016 and March 2019. Investment holding period 

in unlisted firms was reduced to 2 years from 3 years for availing 

exemption from capital gains tax. Also, capital gains will not be taxed 

on investments by individuals in notified start ups, in which they hold 

majority shares. 

 

741.  India-BIMSTEC Trade  ( Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi Sector 

Technical and Economic Cooperation)  

India will work actively' to secure a consensus on a free-trade 

agreement among the seven member Bimstec grouping. Although 

a framework agreement was inked in February 2004, the final pact 

is hanging fire. Here's a look at India's trade with members... 

 

 
742.    Service Tax as in 2016: A 0.5% Krishi Kalyan cess on all taxable 

services from June 1, 2016 is to finance agricultural initiatives, thereby 

taking the total service tax rate to 15%. Last year service tax rates were 

raised from 12.36% (including the education cess) to 14%, which was 

later bolstered by a 0.5% Swachh Bharat cess.   Base has been widened 

by doing away with exemptions to monorail or metro construction 

works, transportation of passengers by air conditioned stage carriage 

and by ropeway. 
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 Interest rates on delayed payment of duty across all indirect taxes 

have been proposed to be made uniform at 15%, except in the 

case of service tax collected but not deposited with the 

government. This new cess, seeks to fund agri sector initiatives, 

will be available as credit. 

 

743.  New tax  exemptions in 2016  have been given to :  

a) construction of affordable housing up to 60 square metres,  

b) annuities under the National Pension Scheme, 

c) Skill and vocational training,  

d) services offered by the EPFO,  

e) Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India  

f) Securities and Exchange Board of India  

g) Construction by the government. 

 

744. Tax compliance reforms: The government has taken away discretionary 

powers of the tax officer and has imparted more transparency to 

assessment. Each misdemeanour is now categorised and a penalty is 

defined. The reduction of penalty rates to 50% to 200%, against the 

earlier 100% to 300%, will give respite to companies alleged to have 

evaded taxes. Strengthening the dispute resolution mechanism and 

Voluntary Disclosure of Income Scheme will reduce tax payer disputes. 

        The government's goal is to align effective corporate tax 

liability with the statutory corporate tax rate. In conjunction with 

the Goods and Services Tax, a modern, low-rate tax structure is 

expected to accelerate India's growth rate. 

 

745.  Significance of Budget 2016:  The range of the Budget 2016 was from 

including the needs of the poorest to tackling tax evasion and Non 

Performing Assets of Banks.  Funds for roads and highways and other 

infrastructure were increased.  

       The fiscal deficit target of (3.5% of GDP) is to be improved 

by reducing revenue deficit from 2.8% of GDP this year to 2.5% 

next year. The fiscal prudence India's macroeconomic stability in a 

globally turbulent environment, the reform in legal framework for 

monetary policy committee, steps to resolve the pending tax 
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litigations, disinvest PSUs, and controlling of NPAs by unlocking 

their value, are few of the significant features of the Budget.  

        Thrust on agriculture and rural development include a vision 

to double the income of farmers over the next five years. This is 

proposed to be done through development of a common electronic 

market for agricultural and farm products and 100% FDI in 

marketing of food products, that will help create value and rural 

employment. Providing a statutory backing to Aadhaar for more 

direct benefit transfers is an extraordinary step towards savings in 

subsidy, control of corruption, and reduction in poverty.   

     In sum, with a combination of fiscal prudence, rural and 

infrastructure push, tax and financial reforms, the Budget 2016 is 

significant in its comprehensive coverage. 

 

746.  Graphics on  Central Welfare Schemes 2016 : 

 
747.   GDP growth: The Budget assumes a 11% nominal GDP growth in 

FY17. The Economic Survey indicates a consumer price inflation of 

4.5-5% in FY17, prompting comments that real GDP growth ( nominal 

growth minus inflation) will be less than 7%. In FY2016, 8.6% nominal 

growth is set to yield 7.6% real growth despite over 5% retail inflation. 

748. Graphic on comparative growth rates of India, China, Brazil, Russia, 

Emerging and developing economies, and the World .     
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749.   Affordable housing: The Budget allows 100% deduction for profits to 

projects for building homes up to 30 sq m in the four metros and 60 sq 



Objective Questions and Short Notes October 2016  Sources: The 
Economic Times (Delhi edition)   

2016 

 

©10x10learning.com Page 28 
 

m in other cities.  The demand for affordable homes constitutes about 

90% of the total demand for homes in India.  The deduction has been 

given for projects approved between June 2016 and March 2019, and 

completed in three years. Builders and real estate experts say this 

exemption would bring in a 1520% upside on profits for a developer 

after paying MAT, making it easier to attract foreign and domestic 

investment for housing projects. 

          The service tax exemption on construction of affordable 

houses up to 60 sq m under any government scheme has also been 

given. It also offered first-time home buyers a deduction for 

additional interest of Rs. 50,000 per annum for loans up to Rs. 35 

lakh sanctioned in 2016-17, where house cost does not exceed Rs. 

50 lakh. 

 

750.   New Structure for Disinvestment:   The Department of Disinvestment 

has been renamed as Department of Investment and Public Asset 

Management (DIPAM). It revised and wider  mandate, of managing 

public sector assets, includes the following:     

a)  A new strategic disinvestment policy.   

b)  The earlier limit of 24% holding in listed central 

public sector companies (CPSEs), by foreign 

investors has been raised to 49% .  

c)  The requirement of obtaining prior government 

approval to raise foreign investment limit in CPSEs 

has been  removed.   

d)  Niti Aayog will advise the government on mode of 

sale, percentage of shares to be sold, and the method 

of evaluation of PSUs.  

e) For this a three tier structure has been put in place in 

NITI Aayog comprising of : (a)  an Evaluation 

Committee,  (b)  a Core Group of Secretaries  and   

(c) an Inter Ministerial Group for giving its 

recommendations.  
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751.   Indiaôs Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR)  membership,  

from June 2016, has enabled it to get the technology for cruise missiles 

with 600 km range. Only MTCR members are eligible for this.  

           Ballistic missiles are powered for the initial half of their 

flight path and they use gravity to complete their trajectory. Cruise 

missiles are powered throughout. This makes cruise missiles, such 

as Brahmos, similar to a pilot-less fighter jet. It can be 

manoeuvred in flight, programmed to attack targets from any 

angle, and evade enemy missile defence systems. Indiaôs Brahmos 

are cruise missiles with 300 km range, which can now  be 

extended to 600km range. 

    

752.   A seven  judge Constitutional Bench in the Supreme Court has begun 

debating the issue of whether appealing for votes in the name of 

religion amounted to corrupt practice under India's election laws. The 

issue was referred to the Constitution bench after a three judge bench 

headed by former CJI JS Verma in 1995, ruled that a mere reference to 

Hindutva or Hinduism was not a corrupt practice, as Hinduism was not 

a religion but a way of life in India.   Another three judge bench within 

months disagreed and referred the matter to a five-judge bench. 

 

753.  Eighty million Out of school children and adolescents in India 

 
754.   Indiaôs status among Start ups world wide 

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31816&articlexml=Out-of-School-Children-29092016016036
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755.    India US Defence pact:  The defence pact with the USA is NOT for 

bases,  but for sharing of supplies like fuel, spare parts and services like 


