Current Events for all Entrance and Competitive Examinations 2016
with special reference to syllabus for Civil Services (Preliminary )
Exam

CURRENT EVENTS

Source: for annual review @hajor events oR015are The Economic Times

The Financial Express and The Business Standabgective Questions for
Practice have been created www.10x10learning.comand the site has its
copyright. Many questions have more than four options to choose from,
because the questions are also a means of including all relevant information on
the event for purpose of revision. A few current events haaely been given

as information, without converting into objective question.

1. As per Indian Meteorological Departmend@ormal monsood means
a) Rainfall between 96 % and 104% of a 50 year average of rainfall
which is 890mm.
b) Rainfall between 106%® 109 % with mean of 970 mm
c) Rainfall between 90% to 96%
d) None of the above

2. In 2015, there was the first twin monsoon failure in a decade, with both
south west monsoon and northeast monsoon being defidfénth of the
following have beerhte worst failires since 1901

a) In 1918 with 25% deficiency,

b) In 1972 with 24%eficiency

c) In 2002 with 19.2%deficiency

d) In 2009 with 21.8% deficiency.
e) All the above.

3. Which of the following is the full
a) Environment Compensation Cess
b) European Currency Control
c) Environment Control Commission
d) Environment Control Conference

4. Luxury diesel cars and SUVs with Diesel engine capacity of 2,000cc were
in news recently because
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a) The Supreme Court banned the registration of such vehicle in the
entire NCR region till 31, March 201&nd thereafter extended
the ban period.

b) The National Green Tribunal declared a pollution tax to be
imposed on such vehicles

c) The Supreme Court has imposed a-dimee pollution tax on
such vehicles

d) Production of suchehicles has been stopped internationally

5. Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAKIemitted mainly due to
incomplete combustion, are an extremely toxic group of 100 chemicals
ayThese were found to be Overy hi
December 2015
b) The leveldrop to about 15 ngm3 in summer months
c) These had declined after adoption of CNG in 2001
d) All the above are correct

6. Which of the following are o6fl ex fu
a) Those that use both petrol and up to 100% Ethanol
b) New engines known as E100 thatl use 100% ethanol in place
of petrol and ED95 that will use 95% ethanol in place of diesel
c) Both the above.

7. AccordingtotheCent r al Pol lution Control Bo
Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring (20115)which of the
following is the biggest source air pollutionas in 2016:

a) Gases such as Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) Sulphur dioxide ( SO2)

b) Particle matter (PM10) such as road dust, construction cloest fly -
ash, biomass anglaste burning

c) Gases such as carbon monoxide (CO) and benzene emitted by
transports.

d) Industry and domestic sources.
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8. As in April 2016, which of the following has / have recognisied third
gender after Supreme Court verdict of April, 2014, that called on the
governmento ensurethird gender equal treatment:

a) National Pension System

b) Indian Passport since 2005

c) Life Insurance Corporation of India in 2016
d) All the above

9. Which of the following statement(s) are true with respect to the Reserve
Bank of India:

a) Set up in 1934, the RBI became functional in April 1935.

b) In January 1938, it issued the first notes.

c) Burma broke away from the Indian union in 198ut the RBI
continued to act as the central bank for the country through the
Japanese occupation and later up to April 1947.

d) RBI was nationalised in 1949.

e) All the above

10.From FY 201617, the Price Stabilisation Fund of Rs. 750 crofer
government intervention to stabilise prices of agricultural commodisies,
managed by :
a) Department of Expenditure
b) Department of Consumer Affairs
c) Department of Agriculture and Cooperation
d) None of the above

11. In January2016, the 119 birth anniversary of which national leader was
celebrated:

a) Netaji Subhash Chandra Bos&ime Minister Modi declassified
the first set of 100 files pertaining to the founder and leader of the
Indian National Army in the presence of his family members.

b) B. R. Ambedkar. Prime Minister released a compilation of the
works of Baba Ambedkar published by Government of India

c) Pandit Saverkar, founder to Rashtriya Sewa Sangh
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d) None of the above.

12. National Eligibility and Entrance Test (NEETas been made mandatory
for admissions in which of the following:
a) All Medical Colleges across the country
b) All Engineering Colleges across the country
c) Only Central and State Government Medical Colleges
d) Only Central and State Government Engineering Colleges

Additional : As in Jamary 2016, aly one out of 10 foreign returned
doctors qualify to practice in India.

13953 @

2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16"
Source: Ministry Of Health And Family Welfare,
*June session only —

13 Which of the following is correct with respect to the Nairobi meet of WTO
in December,2015 :

a) Failed to reaffirm Doha Development Agenda

b) All countries agreed to the elimination of agricultural export subsidies
with a longer phaseut period for transportation and marketing export
subsidies.

c) India negotiated a ministerial declaration which recognises that
developing countries will have theght to seek recours® Special
Safeguard Mechanism for agricultural products
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d) All the above.

14. In 2015, the price of Brent crude fellttee lowest level of
a) $26 a barrel
b) $ 30 a barrel
c) $40 a barrel
d) $20 a barrel

15. Which of the following countries is not a member &RIBS
a) Braazil,
b) Russia,
c) India,
d) China
e) South Africa
f) Canada

16.Among the following which State has NO tiger population:
a) Karnataka
b) Uttarakhand
c) Madhya Pradesh
d) Tamil Nadu
e) Kerala
f) Maharashtra
g) Assam
h) Uttar Pradesh
i) None of the above
17. Which of the following is NOT mong the 13iger Range Counes
a) Indonesia
b) Malaysia
c) Russia
d) India
e) None of the above
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18 Kuno tiger sanctuary, that is the home of the rare white tiger is in the state
of:
a) Uttar Pradesh
b) Madhya Pradesh
c) Andhra Pradesh
d) Arunachal Pradesh

19 Which of the following states do NOT have Bovine Mithun species:
a) ArunachalPradesh
b) Manipur
c) Mizoram
d) Nagaland
e) None of the above

20 National Highway 7 stretch cleared to pass through the Pench Tiger
Reserve is between:
a) Nagpur and Jabalpur
b) Nagpur and Durg
c) Jabalpur and Durg
d) None of the above

21.Under the "Namami Gange' programme, surface cleaning of Ganga has been
started in
a) Haridwarand Garhmukteshwar,
b) KanpurandAllahabad,
c) VaranasiandPatna,
d) SahibganpndKolkata,
e) NabadwipandGangasagar
f) All the ten above.

22.Which of the following is correct with respect ®ummer Olympics
(August 5th-21% 2016 in Rio de Janeiro in 2016 thefirst to be held in
South America
a) 161 men's events, 136 women's &uhixed events, aotal of
306 sports events, for whictD,500 athletes from 206 countries
will compete
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b) Sportspersons from 203 countries will compete in 300

competitions.

c) Sportspersons from 195 countries will compete in 306
competitions.

d) Sportspersons from 203 countries will compete in 306
competitions.

23.Potassium bromated and potassium iodasaid to be a potential
carcinogens, are used in which of the following food items :
a) White bread that is a popular breakfast
b) Maggie noodles
C) Fast foods such as pizza
d) None of the above

24.Which of the following the correct full form of DIET :
a) Distributed, Intelligent, Empowering Technology
b) Japanese parliament
c) Diet food for reducing weight
d) Only (a) and (b)above

25.Which of the following is NOT mong the top fivecounties with highest
number of women smokers:
a) India
b) Russia
c) Brazil
d) USA
e) None of the above

26 Which of the followingpairs were the Democratic Party candidates, for
primaries for nomination of Presidential candidate2fot6:
a) Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders
b) Donald Trump and Ted Cruz,
c) Marco Rubio and Jeb Bush
d) Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump
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27.Which among the following was NOT one of the 16 cricket teams inthe 6
ICC World Twenty20 held in India from March 8th to Aprif 32016
a) Scotland,
b) Ireland,
c) Oman,
d) Afghanistan,
e) Hong Kong
f) Netherlands

28.The chief guest for the Republic Day 2016 was:
a) President of France
b) President of Holland
c) President of Brazil
d) President oDenmark

29.The first Indian women shuttler to enter the final of the All England
Championships, the first Indian women shuttler to be ranked number 1 in
the world and also the first Indian to enter the final of a World
Championships in 2016:is
a) Saina Nehwal
b) Sania Mirza
c) Both the above
d) None of the above
30. Which of the following section of Information Technology Aws been
scrappedas impeding the citizens' right to freedom of speech and
expression
a) Section 66A
b) Section 66
c) Section 66 B
d) Section66 D

31.61 sl e of Cal mé | aunched i ts first
2015. The beach is located in
a) Goa
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b) Daman and Diu
c) Lakshadweepslands
d) Andaman and Nicobar Islands

32. The total number of member countries in the European Union is
a) 19
b) 29
c) 20
d) 21
33. The Gold Monetisation Scheme 2015, aims to
a) Curb gold imports
b)yBring down | ndiads current acco
c) Both(a) and (b)above
d) None of the above

34. During April 2015 to January 2016,
a) Increased from $ 27.42 billion to $ 29.Biflion
b) Decreased from 1000 tonne to 800 tonne.
c) Did not change significantly
d) None of the above

35. Government of Il ndia 1is creating a
allocating a 16 digit number to each business in every district. This move
will:

a) Strengthen assessment of economic activity by accounting the
smallest of business establishments

b) When completed it will place India in the group of Canada,
United Kingdom, and Hong Kong that have a similar register

c) Both(a) and (bjbove.

d) None of the abow
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36. Which of the following is correct with respect Rarliamenof India

a) Its foundation stone was laid in 1921

b) It was inaugurated in January 1927

c) It was @nstructed at a cost of Rs 83 lakh
d) All the above

37.Pravasi Bharatiya Divashich has beenelebrated ifdanuaryfor the past
13 years, was in news in 2016 because:
a) It was rescheduled
b) The event was being moved to different states every two years
c) A smaller event would be held in Delhi every alternate year
d) All the above

38. The largest consumef gold in the world is
a) India
b) China
c) United States of America
d) None of the above
39. How many cities have been finally includedThe Smart City Mission
for the year 2015
a) 33 cities and towns
b) 30 cities and towns
c) 12 cities and towns
d) 25 cities and towns.

(The first twelve of theseinclude Chennai, Coimbatore, Dindigul, Erode,
Madurai, Salem, Thanjavur, Thoothukudi, Tiruchirapalli, Tirunelveli, Tirupur,
Vellore)

40. Which of the following sets of countries have been directly impacted by
thePanama Papeepisodeof April 2016, politically or economically:
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a) UK, Iceland, Argentina, USA, Germany, India.

b) Russia, UK, Panama, Caribbean Islands, USA, Germany
c) Brazil, Argentina, UK, Iceland, Panama, Switzerland

d) USA, Russia, Iceland, Argentina, Germany.

41. Whi ch of the following is referred
ofBlébue Ecaonndonby 6Bl ue Revol uti ondo ?

a)Sagar mala Project that seeks to d
with eight major ports, 27 industrial clusters with rail and road
connectivity.

b) To I ndiadés 1,300 islands and 280
to boost Export Import trade.

c) Building connecting highways from Delhi to Katra, Lucknow,
Meerut, and Jaipur and Hyderabad to Mumbai JNPT , Bengaluru ,
and from there to Chennai. This is expected to boost the rural
economy through internal trade.

d) Encouraging Start ups in e commerce to mevidevelopment
through innovation.

42. 1 ndi ads first container expressway
a) Gujarat
b) Maharashtra
c) Tamil Nadu
d) Madhya Pradesh
e) None of the above
43. The acronym POEM stands for
a) Place of effective management
b) Poem in classicditerature
c) A form of literary creation
d) None of the above
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44, What is the correct val-lée of I ndi ab
a) $ 2 trillion
b) $10 trillion
c) $ 20 trillion
d) None of the above

45l n Worl d production of Steel : | ndi @
a) Third, with a 2.6% risén 2015 to 89.6 million tonne
b) First, with more than 50% of world steel output of 1.6 billion

tonne

c) Second, with a 2.8% decline in production.
d) None of the above

46.1l ndi ads estimated exports of tea i

The per capita essumption of tea in India is 733gm. India exports tea to
which of the following groups of countries:
a) Kazakhstan and Russia,
b) US, and Latin America
c) China, Iran and Egypt
d) All the above
47. The last meeting of World Trade Organization was held in December
2015in
a) Nairobi
b) Doha
c) Qatar
d) Genewa
48.Russia has agreed to build four warships for the Indian Navy
a) Pipavav shipbuilding facility in Gujarat
b) Vishakhapatnam shipyard in Telangana
c) Tuticorinshipyard in Kerala
d) Leningrad Shipyard
49. Out of the following pairs, select the water intensive crops :
a) Cotton and sugar cane
b) Wheat and maize
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c) Gram and peas
d) None of the above
50. India hasjust 4% of the world's wateesource, witil8% of the world's
population.
51. The measurment unitof digital data transfer rate media and computer

is:
a) Mbps or megabits per second

52. Question on Indian months can be in the form of stating the festival that

falls in that month. As such, major festivals are indicated here for
information.

Indian Names of months

JANUARY 1. Magh Mahakumbha (every 12t year),
TO Makarsankranti, Pongal, Republic Day
JUNE 2. Phalgun Holi, Mahavir Jayanti, Good Friday,
Uttaraayan . . .
from 14th 3. Chaitra Start of Indian calendar on Chaitichandra
January to occuring between 215t March to 31
215t June March

4. Vaishakh Ramnavami, Bhaishakhi, Bihu,

5. Jyeshth Buddha Jayanti

6.Aashadh Jaganath yatra, Ramzan, Eid

7. Shravan Vyaspurnima, Rakshabandhan

8. Bhadrapad Krishna Janamashtami, Ganesh Utsav,
Onam

DECEMBER

Dakshinaayan 9. Ashvin Durgapuja, Dassehra, , Eid,

(22" June to 10.Kartik Deepawali , Gurupurnima
st

12. Paush Christmas, New Year

53.
Which of the following statements is true with respect to CAD of India:
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ayFor the first time iIin nine year
(CAD), in January March 201éhad a surplus of $ 3 billion
(0.6% GDP) .

b) In the last quarter of October December 20t8ia had a deficit
CAD of $ 7.1 billion (1.3 % of GDp

c) Both (a) and (b) are true

d) Only (a) is true.

54. Historical information available orhé 105.602 caraKohinoor diamond
includes the following:

a) It is first mentioned in 1306 as belonging to the Rajas of Malwa.

b) In 1839, Maharaja Ranjit Singh died and left it to his sons.

c) His three older sons were killed, and fiyearold Duleep Singh
took the throne in 1843.

d) In 1849, the British won the Second Aogikh War and
annexed Punjab under the Treaty of Lahore.

e) Thediamond was given to the East India Company dlfteSikh
War waslostin 1849

55. Govanment of India Schemes for women during the last two years
include

a) Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao

b) StandUp India support to women entrepreurs

c) 5 crore BPL women to get LPG connections under Pradhan
Mantri Ujjwala Yojana

d) 1.92 crore toilets constructed and rural sanitation increased from
42% to 52 %

e) 4 lakh toilets for girls in schools

f) Mission Indradhanush mides immunization to pregnant
women.

56. During 201516 India achieved a 7.9% GDP growth mainly due to
a) Falling subsidy bill and low oil prices during 2015.
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b) Higher FDI in manufacturing and agriculture

c) Retaining of the Fiscal Deficit within predetermined limits

d) None of the above

57.India is the world's largest arms importer, sourcing around 70% of its

defence equipment from abroatihe aim is to ensure that 40% of the
country's military hardware and sofive requirements are procured
indigenously under the "Make in India’ initiative, with the eventual plan
being to ramp it up to 70% in the next five years.

58. In India the following ratio of digital population is now accessing the
internet via mobile devices:

a. 85%
b. 50%
c. 70%
d. None of the above.

59. Strength of théndian Rupee compared to otleenrencies

Holding Ground

_g
ws US Doliar

Indian Rupee 2.57
Chinese Renminbi 0o.22
Indonesian Rupiah -2.89
South Korean Won -3.66
Russian Ruble -7.43
Malavysian Ringgit -15.45
South African Rand -19.23
Brazilian Real -22.20

“Between December 31, 2014
and December 29, 2015

60. There are 7,102 known living languages in the world, Wwitlpua New
Guinea (PNG)home to the maximum number (839), according to
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Ethnologue. The table below ranks countries according to the total count of
living languages used as a first language in thantg...

Top 15: Linguistic diversity of countries

PNG
Indonesia
Nigeria
OLrw 454]
e 422] X

China [T = A7
Mexico 1T
Cameroon

Russia IENENEYT o

Aliving language s defined as one that has at least one speakear for whom it is their first language

Australia [N y E
Brazil Y] Bt * o

DR Congo INNETF] 7 L g
Philippines [INEEEEETE] D 4 ~ @r £
Canada Y] o @R L g
Malaysia RT3 9 - " s
-

£

3

61. Which of the following is correct abottrime Minister Narendra Modis
visits to othercountries in 2015:

a) He visited 26 countries in one year which is the highest number
of visits, in 2015, and only one other country equalled it.

b) He was thdirst Indian leader to visit UAE in more than 30 years.

c) During these visits, the biggest deal signed was in August 2015
between India and the UAE, to create a $75 billion fund to invest
in Indian infrastructure.

d) All the above are correct.

62 Which of the bllowing is not a Sunni led country :
a) Sudan
b) Bahrain
c) United Arab Emirates

d) Iran
63.Sovereign Gold Bond (SGB) scheme, which allows people to invest in gold

without physically owning the metal, was launched in India in November,
2015.
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64 Prime Minister NarendraModi introduced three gold schemes on
November 5, the Gold Monetisation Scheme, the Sovereign Gold Bond
and the India Gold Coin.

a) The Gold Monetisation Schemaims to mobilise tonnes of gold lying
idle with households and trusts and deploy it for productive use. This
scheme can be treated as a success if it can mobilise even a part of the
estimated 20,000 tonnes of gold hoard in India.

b) By introducing paper gd| theSovereign Gold Bondims to reduce the
demand for physical gold. RBI has already issued the first tranche of
these bonds and it got a total of 63,000 applications for 917 kg of gold
amounting to Rs 246 crore.

c) The India Gold Coirwill be the first eer gold coin with the Ashok
Chakra. Initially, the coins will be issued in denominations of 5 and 10
grams and will be sold through designated MMTC outlets.

d) India gent $176 billion for importing gold during 20#14. The first
two schemes aim taddress foreign exchange outflow by reducing
India's dependence on gold imports.

PRICES AT -

SIX-YEAR [ INDIA 950-1,000 tonne | ?29,200/10 gm

LOW $1,045.85 Largest Annual Gold price

consumer | consumption now
: of gold in india
?/\ it " curentTrend |
CHINA In official market: §  Jewellers
2nd- up to $20/ounce LY 4 replenishing
‘Dollar Best “eeess*™  inventory for
strength consumer In grey market: 9 Akshay Tritiva

of gold k

GURURAJ VAIDYA

65. High temperatures were experienced in December 2015 due to a freak
depression that loomed over Iceland. Which of the following abnormal
events occurred due to this:
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a) pushed hot air as far as the North Releere temperatures are at
least 20 degrees above normal, at around freezing point

b) In Canadathe Nunavut territoryhad temperature rise from the
normal of minus 21 degree Centigrade to minus 4.6 degree.

c) Baffin Island, known for its snow, experienced unheard of
rainfall in December, 2015.

d) All the abnormal events stated above occurred.

66. International Union of Pure and Applied Physics announced recognition
of discoveries of elements 115, 117 and .JBle@ment 113 sits between
copernicium and flerovium on the periodic table. A team of scientists in
Russia and the US were vying for naming rights for 113 after announcing
its discovery in 2004lsotopes of element 113 have a very short-lifa!f
lasting Dr less than a thousandth of a secamaking its discovery very
difficult. After twice succeeding to create it, the group tried for seven years
before further success, in August 2012.

67.India, in Assam has a 224 kborder with Bangladesthat has been
ordeed to be sealed within two years time to end infiltration. 223.7 km
fence exists but 122 locations spread across 60.7 km are without physical
barriers. In 100 of these covering 11.9 km physical barriers are to be
constructed . In the remaining 2»chtons in 48.8 km of riverine
technological barriers are to be created by July 2017.

68. This will involve networking of equipments like high resolution
cameras, radars, unattended ground sensors, optical fibres, infra red
sensors, aerostats, haneld thermal imagers and their integration with
Command and Control architecture. A 4,&Xilbmetre fence, border roads
of 5,329.6km, 3,974km floodlights and 2,420 Border out Posts (BOPSs)
have already been created.

69. 50,400 gram panchayats have been connected with optical fibre cable.

70. In Jan Dhan Yojana Rs. 22 crore account holders have deposited Rs.
37,616 crore, during 20156

71.VNOs are retailers of telecom services who buy bulk minutes from
operators and sell them under a different brand. A VNO will be an entity
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providing servicessuch as mobile, landline and internet but only as a
retailer for fullfledged operatorsuch as BSNL, MTNL and Bharti Aet.
Unified Licence VNO (UL VNO),

72. In 2015, as per UN the number of refugees that sought asylum in various
European countries @duo war, violence, persecutions and the five year old
Syria Jordan war was:

a) Nearly 60 million
b) Nearly 30 million
c) Nearly 50 million
d) Nearly 40 million

73.The Hubble Space Telescope was launched by NASA into low Earth orbit
in 1990, and remains in operatias in 2016 Telescope has captured an
image of two galaxies merging into a single structure about 230 million
light-years away. The image shows the galaxy NGC 6052, which was
originally classified as a single abnormal galaxy. However, it is in fact a
‘newgalaxy' in the process of forming

74 The thrust areas of Modi Government are:

a) good governance,

b) employment generation,

c) education and health,

d) farmercentric initiatives,

e) innovative budgeting,

f) accelerated inclusive growth,

g) Swachh Bharat and Ganga rejuvenation;

h) Energy efficiencyi pr oduct , process and del

75Which section ofinformation Technology Act has been scrappesl
impeding the citizens' right to freedom of speech and expression
a) Section 66A
b) Section 66B
c) Sedion 60 A
d) Section 60 B
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76.The Supreme ©urt of India passed a series of orders in 2015 to reinforce
the rights of women who are despised by society for living an
unconventional lifethrough judgements on the following:

a) It ruled that an unwed mother mustieeognised as a legal guardian
of her child and she cannot be forced to reveal the name of the father
or seek his consent to get guardianship of the child.

b) It held that an unmarried couple, living together as husband and wife,
would be presumed to degally married and the woman would be
eligible to inherit the property after the death of her partner.

c) It also held that a woman was entitled to maintenance from her live
in partner.

d) The court also expressed concern over women being used as
surrogate mihers by foreigners and directed the government to ban
commercial surrogacy.

e) This prompted the Centre to roll back its 2013 decision allowing
import of human embryos for artificial reproduction.

77. Entrepreneurship to be included in school curriculumincrease the
contribution of micro, small and medium enterprises (MSME) sector
which compares as follows: in India frob7% of GDP The countries with
higher contribution are:

a) 85%of GDPin Taiwan,
b) 60%of GDPin China
c) 50%of GDPin Singapore.

d) 17% of GDPFin India
78. An estimated 3.2 billion people (or 44% of the world's population) will
have access to the Internet in 2016. About 306 million of these are expected
to access Internet from mobile devices. Internet and dssociation of
India (IAMAI).

India was expected to reach 402 million by December 2015, registering a
growth of 49% over 2014. The combination of lowest devices and
inexpensive wireless networks is making accessibility easier in countries
with populations that could not previousglford them
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79. India has the third largest internet user base in the world out of which
more than 50% are mobitaly internet users. As smarhone penetration
increases, 2016 could well be an inflection point for the atrapetitive
industry. The upoming internet explosion will predominantly be catered to
by smat phones to give a boost to mobile apps and vallaed services
backed by 4GLTE network technology, with local manufacturing a big

focus area.

80.Mandatory PAN indication requirements changed015:

Nature of Transaction

Time deposit ( )

b

New requirement from Januvary 1

1) Deposits with Co-op banks,
post office, Nidhi, NBFCs

2) Deposits aggregating to more than
25 lakh during the year

-

Earlier Requirements

Time deposit exceeding
250,000 with a banking
company

Purchases or sale of goods or services

Purchases/sales of any goods and ser-
vices exceeding ¥2 lakh per transaction

No requirement
No requirement
@ ®

Cash cards/prepaid Instruments issued | Cash payment aggregating to more
under Payment and Settlement Act than 750,000 in a year
Foreign Travel A Cash payment in connection with for- Cash payment in connection

e §

eign travel or purchase of foreign cur-

rency of an amount exceeding 50,000
at one time (including fare, payment to
travel agent)

with foreign travel of an amount
exceeding ¥25,000 at any one
time (including fare, payment to
travel agent and forex)

Installation of telephone / cell Discontinued
phone connections .
Deposit with Post Office Savings Bank Discontinued CHONOR.

Immovable property HH

All instances

Exceeding 50,000

1) Sale/purchase exceeding 10 lakh
2) Properties valved by stamp valuation
authority at amount exceeding 210 lakh

Sale/purchase valued
at £5 lakh or more

Hotel/restaurant bill(s)

Cash payment exceeding 250,000

Exceeding 225,000 at any one
time by any mode of payment

~Saikat Das

SOURCE: INCOME TAX DEPARTMENT

81.China officially ened its onechild policy from January 1, 2016. It has
joined a group of about 56 countries, representing a third of world
population that have policies promoting more population.

Like China, these countries are worried at an aging population and its
effects that include a decreasing workforce and increased spending on
pension and social security. Such countrieslushe Australia, France,
Germanylran, Israel, Italy, Japamiussia, South Korea, Spain and Turkey .
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There are about 34 countries and territories in the world with
declining populations, including Japan, Spain, Portugal, Greece and several
East European countries.

ANNUAL POPULATION CHANGE (%)

WORLD N 118 "
High Income [0.52

Low Income

CHINA [N 0.52 56 countries
JAPAN B -0.12 having more children
uk BN 063 (Represent one third

SWEDEN I 0.83 ‘ of world population)

045 -
FRANCE 10-06 82 countries
GERMANY V. have fertility levels

us BN 0.75 below replacement

Source: UN Population Division, 2015

82.The first Bullet Train in India will be between

a) Mumbai and Ahmedabad
b) Delhi and Mumbai

c) Chennai and Bangalore
d) Delhi and Agra
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SPEEDING UP PLAN

» Dedicated company, on feasibility study of Delhi-
lines of DMRC, to be set up Mumbai corridor
to build-operate Mumbai- » With trains runnin

4 g at
Ahmedabad project speeds of 300-350 km/hr,
» The company would be travel time between Mumbai
registered later this month & Ahmedabad expected to be

cut from 8 to 2 hours

» 398,000-cr project was
cleared by Cabinet

» Japan agreed to fund
81% of total project cost

» 505-km-long corridor
can be extended to
connect Mumbai with
Delhi in future

» Fares of bullet train
between Mumbai &
Ahmedabad are likely to be
around one and half times
that of 1st AC

» Corridor is likely to have
12 stations between Mumbai
and Sabarmati/Ahmedabad

» Railways has already
received inception report for

First bullet -
train can
runin 2024

if construc-
tion begins

83.As in January 2018he following is the international status:

a) Total UN membership is of 195 countridait 203 countries would be

participating in the Summer Olympics in August 2016
b) democratic form habeen adopted by 122 countries,
C) monarcly existsin 27 countries.
d) Other forms in the remaining
e)

84.Indian Scientistdo focus on five "EsEconomy , Enironment, Energy ,

Empathy, EquityThese areto be atthee nt r e o f

to make | ives of people be
traditional knowledge and modern science, so that we ca
more sustaindbe s ol uti ons
to the 103° Indian Sciene Congress in Mysore University.

fthe PM saidir his addrads |

Aenquiry
tter.
n craft local and
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STATOISTICS

YEAR OF FIVE INCLUSIONS
AND ONE EXCLUSION

In 2015, millions of Indians got their first
experience of inclusive policies

349 in
Lo bank accounts opened
million  under the Prime Minister’s
Jan Dhan Yojana between

579in December 31, 2014 and

rural
phecsirord December 23, 2015

66 7 mobile phone subscribers

million  added between October 2014
and October 2015, taking
total number of cell phone
users to over a billion

Aadhaar
2hT8 caras

issued
during the
year. So
far, 940.8
million
national
identity
numbers
have been
generated

0,95 toilets constructed under
milion the Swachh Bharat Mission

people received direct
kﬁl’q transfer of subsidy for

gas cylinders from the

government under the LPG

(DBTL) PAHAL scheme

Successful inclusion means exclusion of those who no
more need the benefits of inclusion

5 8 people voluntarily gave

million up their LPG subsidy under
the GiveltUp scheme during

. the year. The government
has now announced that

people with annual income

of 210 lakh will not be

eligible for LPG subsidy
Ressarch: Atel Thakur
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85.For three years in a row, horticulture beats growth compared to agriculture

PRODUCTION OF LEADING FRUIT
HORTICULTURE PRODUCING STATES
vis-a-vis FOOD GRAINS In 000" tonnes | 2013-14
In metric tonnes Maharashtra 13,458
283.5 '
Horticuture Andhra Pradesh
I 10,511
_ Gujarat
e R I s.002
Tamil Nadu
I 7,370
257.1 257.1 Uttar Pradesh
2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 6,887
LEADING VEGETABLE LEADING SPICE
PRODUCING STATES PRODUCING STATES
In 000" tonnes | 2013-14 In 000" tonnes | 2013-14
West Bengal 23.045 Gujarat 848.5

Uttar Pradesh 18,545 Andhra Pradesh 775.8

Rajasthan

I, 674.8

Tamil Nadu

554.5

Madhya Pradesh
B 13,019

Telangana

I s51.5

Gujarat

I 11,571

86.0f all new offshore R& centres established in 2015 neailyo, were in
a) India, makingt the No. 1 choice for global technolotgd R&D,
b) $12.3 billion or 40% of global engineering and R&D investments in
2015-flowed into India, versus $9.7 billion into China.
c) Both, the abovare correct.

87.Chinese travellers collectively spent a record $165 billion abroad in 2014,

up 27% over 2013. The US was second with $11X1hmna generates 13% of

global tourism receipts, benefitting many destinations, particularly in Asia

and the Pacific Therefore, India is trying to develop its huge tourism
potenti al . |l ts Omedical touri smo
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Top 10: Global tourism expenditure, 2014

China $164,9 billion (27.1% growth") 3121
us 110.8 (6.4) $347

Germany 92.2(0.9) \ $1,137
UK 57.6 (3.8) — o= 4893
TN 50.4(13.7) ] "ot Y 3351
47.8 (11.3) e L= $747
France § : - oy 2
m('l::g:dndr:aa ] )
Canada ExX:-JEX)) m:;ﬁ: s g & 3951
Sweden ¥
itaty [ 288 (6.9) 3481 e
Australia [l 263 -1.7) | [r sLa 2
Brazil [ 256 (11.7) S $126 £
*2014 over 2013 §

88.The seven MaharatnBublic Sector Undertakingare
(1)Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd,
(2) Coal India,
(3)GAIL (India),
(4)Indian Oil Corp,
(5)NTPC,
(6)QOil & Natural Gas Corp and
(7)Steel Authority of India Ltd.

A New &9
Report Card

Maharatna cos such as Coal
India to be compared
with global equivalents

Govt pushing CPSEs
to Increase capital
expenditure 10 Spur economy

Those PSUs which do not
adhere to targets to shell out
special dividends to govt

As per Budget 2015-16,
dividend of tT36174 cr is
estimated to come from CPSES
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89.Largest petroleum prodearcs :
(1)Saudi Arabia (OPEC) 12.7%
(2)Russia (Non OPEC) 12.7%
(3)US (Non OPEC) 11.7%
(4)Iraq (OPEC) 5.5.%
(5)China (Non OPEC) 5.4%
(6)Canada ( Non OPEC) 4.3%

90.Largest petroleum importers:
(1)Europe 8,974 thousand barréliay
(2)US ( Non OPEC) 7,338
(3)China (Non OPEC) 6,209
(4)India ( Non OPEC) 3,809
(5)Japan 3,383
(6)Singapore 916
(7) Canada 600
91. Government of India hamcluded Thalassemiaand haemophiliain the
list of disabledpersons.

HELPING HAND

Exemption from routine and rotational transfers aimed at
ensuring constant care-giver support to children suffering
from thalassemia and haemophilia

» After due consultations,
the department of personnel
and training (DoPT)

includes ‘thalassemia’ and
‘haemophilia’ in the

term ‘disabled’

» The word ‘disabled" until
now covered blindness

or low vision, hearing
impairment, locomotor
disability or cerebral palsy,
leprosy-cured, mental
retardation, mental illness,

multiple disabilities
and autism
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92.The tectonic shifthave caused in the region
a) Manipur, 6.7 (2016),
b) Nepal, 7.3 (2015)
c) Sikkim, 6.9 (2011)
d) It has again ruptured platésat had already developed cracks
during previous temblors.
93.December 2015 was the hottest in the country since India Meteorological
Department (IMD) started recording data 114 years ago.

HEAT IS ON

Warmest Decembers since 1901

2015
2008
2009
2012
2006

94.

REACHING OUT IN TIME OF DISTRESS

NDRF HAS RESCUED 51,614 PEOPLE THIS YEAR, LARGEST SINCE ITS INCEPTION IN 2006

In the recent urban In all, NDRF : NDRF has In 2015-16,
floods of Chennai, conducted 168 : conducted NDRF has
NDRF’s 50 search rescue operations  : 163 mock proc_ured
and rescue teams all over the country, : exercises with 21 high-end
evacuated 22,450 in which 234 teams | various states/  gadgets for
people were deployed,  ; UTs in which use during
322 bodies were  : over 1,02,460 rescue
s, found, 132 heads of : persons have operations,
\ livestock recovered | henefitted while some
21 new
gadgets
under
consideration
at a cost of
3 58 crore

e =

VULNERABLE INDIA e
» According to Global . » Indiaisthe : » About$9.8billion

Assessment Report of 2015, : third country : was'spentby Indiain
48 million people are hitby | affectedby | disasters, out of which
disasters in India and it i disasters after : $7 billion was spent
cangoupto19millionsoon i USandChina  onfloods alone
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95.

Prime Minister’s
2015 Visits

(CHINAY

CHINA: China hosts G-20 Summit
in 2016 before the baton passes
on to india in 2017. This will be
Modi's second trip to China as PM
and will also provide a chance

to meet other world ieaders, The
summit Is expected In November.

VENEZUELA: Speculations are rife
that Modi might visit this oll rich
Latin American country in July for
NAM Summit, his first presence at
this Forum. If Modi visits Caracas
he might also visit some other Latin
American countries and also hold
bilateral meetings with other NAM
leaders.

Nov 2016. While the PM made a
stopover in Lahore on December
25, 2015 while on his way back
from Kabul, the visit for the
SAARC Summit will be critical for
substantial decisions and take
relations forward, The visit is
expected to get maximum media
attention. He Is also expected to
meet other South Asian leaders on
the sidelines of the Summit.

USA: Modi to begin his foreign trips in 2016 from Washing-
ton where he will participate in the Nuclear Security Summit
(NSS) on Mar 31-Apr 1. India is expected to submit proposal
for security of nuclear assets from non-state actors as it seeks
membership of export control regimes like NSG & MTCR. He is
also expected to meet Pakistan PM Nawaz Sharif on sidelines
of NSS. The PM may have a stopover for
the pending India-EU Summit at Brussels
either on his way to Washington or while
returning to Delhi

LADS: The land-
locked Southeast
country will host
India-ASEAN and East Asia
Summit also expected to take
place in November. Besides
Laos, the PM might also visit
another key strategic partner

for Delhi in the region during the
same window of the visit

JAPAN: The Indo-Japan annual
summit Is alternatively held in
Delhi and Tokyo. 2016 Is Japan's
turn to host the Summit and
Modi and Abe are expected to
expand their strategic part-
nership at the next Summit
across the sectors of

defence, nuclear energy.
maritime security and
investments.

PAKISTAN: The biggest visit of Besides the above mentioned

Modis tenure could be to Pakistan countries there are speculations that
for the SAARC summit that will Modi might also travel to Iran as the
be held sometime between Sep- International sanctions get relieved

as well as South Africa to push Delhi's
partnership with African continent

The foreign trips apart, Modi will host

the French President for the Republic
Day celebrations in January, Brazil
Russia-India-China-South Africa
(BRICS) Summit likely in July, Heart
of Asia conference on Afghanistan
and Russian President Viadimir Putin
for the annual Summit
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96. India's consumption pattern of petrol and diesel is unlike that of developed
countries such as the US and Japan. India's eiegdtrol ratio is almost
4.5:1. Moreover, diesel has always been much cheaper than petrol...

Petrol and diesel consumption in select countries*

Share of diesel (%) Diesel & petrol consumption (MTPA)

India B1%
EU 75.60

i

UL} Am— ) |
Australia [T Y ) A
Japan 48.90

CEl] 4520 A
3260 '

MTPA: million tannes per annum; *2010

06.01.2016

97.To improve gender equalityn the paramilitary by approving33%
reservation for womenat the constable rank irfiwo major central
paramilitary forces the CRPF andCISF and also setting a 15% quota in the
border forces BSF, SSB and ITBFhese forces together comprise around 9
lakh personnel of whom only around 20,000 are women as of now.

98 Rural Market in India 850 million consumers, 70% of total population,
contributing half of GDP, per capital rural GDP has grown @6.2% since the
year 2000.

99 ndi abds f i r s twaspptinto erbitorb28September, 2015,

100. Himachal Pradeshould soon become an opédefecationfree (ODF)
state, afteSikkim. Thecoverage of both States94.25%

Continuedin part 2
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